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WOMEN'S. FINE GRADE GAUZE
Idsle Hose, in° black and ﬂ4c
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most wanted colors. Value,
25c. For one day.....c.coa.....
WOMEN'S PURE
Thread Silk Hose; lisle tops.
50c value. For one day re-

MEN'S FINE .::ct‘}(RCER({ZED LISLE
Hose, in bl an
wanted colors. Six pllrssﬁ .00
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MEN'S LISLE THREAD

Hose, in all colors. Sold al-

ways at 25c. Reduced to......
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Suits 1n this great sale at

0800 0800000000000888000008000885080080088000088080088888800000000808

suits are in broadcloth, imported cheviots, dark mixed effects,
black—all the stylish shades and effects.
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WOMEX'S RIBBED -
Vests and Pants, in all sizes.
Value is 35¢. For one day
WOMEN'S SUPERIOR
Quality Bleached Uniop
Suits. Value is 59c. Reduced

CHILDREN'S RIBBED
Vests and Pants, in alil sizes.
The price usually is 35c......

sizes.

Suits, Iin all
regularly at

Sold
For to-

25¢

CHILDREN'S BLEACHED UNION

——
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STORE HOURS ARE NOW FROM 8:30 TO 6; ON SATURDAYS OPEN UNTIL g P.M.

Over 200 of the prettiest and most attractively designed Suits ever shown in
Washington — embracing Suits in finest and most
serviceable materials—serges, diagonal weaves, broadcloths, mixtures:
black. navy blue and all the stylish mixtures and grav tones: all late and
beautiful styles, perfectly tailored and with finest linings; not a Suit in this
lot 1s worth less than $25, many worth more—the greatest Suit bargain ever
ORered &b .k e
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styles, wide - wale serges, finest imported worsteds.
These Sujts are all man-tailored in every detail and
particular: the linings are of the best and there’s a
wide range of styles and kinds—full line of colors and
all sizes: you have the chance to bu
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LOT THREE

y these exquisite

A Remarkable Evemt!

Our annual sale of Women’s Finest Sample Suits from New York's leading women's tailors will bring a busy Tuesday in our
Women's Section. The success of this sale in past years, when the store was crowded with eager buyers, justifies us in predicting
for this popular event a record-breaking response. We have secured tMe entire season’s sample lines of Women's High-class Tai-
lored Suits from three of New York's well known makers, and it is one of the most important purchases we have ever made.
The price concession was immense. The superior styles are easily the finest the season has produced. These beautiful and styvlish
worsteds, herringbone cheviots: colors are blue. gray tones, brown,
Styles are many and handsome, and are all new and exclusive.
of the suits all told, and we have put them into three big lots at these wonderfully attractive prices— .
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$15

In this great collection of Suits yo;l’ll find many priced at $39.50 and $42.50
—Suits beautifully tailored of finest heavy broadcloth, rough weaves of man

$22.

All the Suits in this surpassing purchase that. were made to sell up to
$50 and $55 are yours in this sale at $35—
and it’s the most charming lot of Suits ever exhibited by any Washington store;;
there are included Suits in finest satin-finished broadcloth, imported serges.

fancy serges, the smart rough boucles and the nattiest mixtures and gray ef-

fects; all leading shades — black, navy blue, browns, grays, smoke; such,
values have never before been offeredat............

$33

Manufacturers’ Sale of 500 Su

1

There are nearly 5,000

75
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EVERY MISSES' TAILORED SUIT IN THE STORE THAT SOLD i
at %25 is to go into this Tuesday sale at $15! And yvou pick from a large 55
variety of attractive styles and models—all materials and a gocd range of 53
colors. EE
BEA UTIFUL BLACK CARACUL COATS FOR MISSES 3
and sm 1l women—every coat sold at $20, and fairly priced at $“5 e
eI SR T T A S S e I e S e =
Ciildren’s Finest White Bearskin Coats, Lot of 50 Childs Fine Black Caracul 8

. . : bt =
in the snowdrop effect and Coats, in 2. 3 and 4 years: 3
quilted lining. Sell at $8 o the coats we've been selling . s
TFors Eaesday . Lol o dun b 26 D650. NOW . vkcosecovs £
Lot of 50 Fine Cloth Coats, 6 to 12 Children’s e White Curly  Bearskin 3
years: heavy cloth and lined Coats, in all sizes. Sold at ﬂ @5 3
throughout. Value, $7. For 410 83 alwayvs. For Tuesday re- = i
Tuesday,at. il L s el D aine bas duetd) 05 Lot i e st -
Choice of any Child’s Dress =selling at Girls’ Rain Capes. the most convement £
$1, all sizes 4 to 14 years; garment for the' inclement @5 it
T . - - - - Lo
many styles. For Tuesday @C weather. Sell at $3.50. [lor > i
they are reduced to......... - [uesday.. ... el s Sl s . 2

BOYS' DOUBLE-BREASTED

BOYS' SCHOOL OVERCOATS

BOYS'

FINEST

BOYS’

CHILDREN'S NOVELTY
blouse styles;

L]

BOYS' NOVELTY OVERCOATS WITH DOUBLE-BREASTED:
size 3 to 8 years; value. $4; sale price

warm andswell made; grays and browns; 9 to 17 years. Special at...

SCHOOL OVERCOATS,
with convertible collar; 9 to 17 vears;

DOUBLE-BREASTED KNICKERBOCKER
Suits; all new shades; most have two pairs papts: $8.00 value.. ......
SUITS;
2% to B years; value $6.00...........covvirennnrnnnnnnnn..

BOYS' NOVELTY OVERCOATS AND DOUBLE-BREASTED
Reefers; various shades; 2% to 10 vears: $6.00 value

BOYS' RUBBERIZED RAINCOATS—JUST THE THING FOR
the winter weather; 6 to 16 years. Tuesday's price %

CHILDREN'S PLAY SUITS—INDIAN, ROUGH RIDER AND
Cowhos;; value, $1.50...................

CHILDREN'S FIREMEN'S SUITS;
one; special price........ o SRy R

.......................................
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BOYS’ WEAR

A (reat Series of Reductions for Tomorrow

KN ICK ERBOCKER

SUITS
(some with two pairs-pants); 7 to 17 years; value, 8500............... $3°95

WITH PRESTO COLLAR;
IN BROWNS AND GRAYS,

$6.00 value

RUSSIAN . AND SAILOR

......................
......................

............................................

EVERY CHILD WANTS
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AMERICAN - HISTORIGAL ASSOCIATION

By FREDERIC J. HASKIN.

The twenty-sixth a@nnual convention of
the American Historical Association will
be - opened tomorrow in Indianapolis,
with a large attendance, including dele-
£ates and members from every state in
the Union. From the small beginning of
forty scholarly men, interested in the
study of history, who effected the or-
"Kanization at the firsy, meeting held at
Saratoga in 1884, the association has in-
¢reased to a membership of almost three
thousand, representing men and women
in every walk of life, and its influence is
felt even in the mose remote villages of
the country.

The objects of the association are three-
fold: To create an awakening to the im-
portance of the study of history in the in-
tellectual development of the country; to
accumulate, by means of active research,
additional material with which to enrich
the historical resources of the country,
and to stimulate the patriotism and na-
tional pride of the present generation by
collected evidence of all that has been
accomplished by the United States in Its
comparatively brief existence as a natlon.

The importance of the work of the
American Historical Association has been
recognized by the national government,
which incorporated it by specilal act of
t'ongress and made provision for the pub-
lication of it documents as an auxiliary
to the work of the Smithsonian Institu.
tion. Endowments and life memberships
have increased its revenues so that the
association now has asset® approaching
£:0,000 and an annual income approxi-
mating $10.000, besldes an annual con-
gressional appropriation of 37,000 placed
to its credit at the government printing
office. This last 1s of course essential to
the proper arrangement and circulation of
1the material accumulated.

2
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The first object of the association—the

awakening of the public to the impor-
tance of

Its First Object { the study
Already Accomplished. °f P

in the secondary schools—has been ac-
complished to a large degree. The chair
«f history is no longer considered of least

Your
Good Looks

<koigld e a source of pride to you. Sallow
skin, pimples. blotches and eruptions call for
iwmediate attention. It =bhould be your aim
1o get rid of these disfiguring signs of im-
pure blood— quickly, certainly, inexpensively.

No outward application will purify your
Llood.
help mnaturally from within., They cleapse

the system awml epable yoor stomach, liver

awl bowels to work as Nature intended.
Try a few doses and see how quickly you
will be rid of lmpurities, and how your hlood

and your looks will be benefited. Thoroughly
tried and pgoved good, this family remedy is

The Best of
Beauty’s Aids

For femsles Beecham’s Pills are specially
suitable. See instructions with each boz.

‘| Migsissippi valley have united in raising
{funds to pay for the preservation of a

importance in the ccllege or high school
equipment. It has become recognized
as being essential to the rational prog-
ress of study upon all other subjects.
Therefore much attention has been given
to the equipment of teachers who become
speclalists in history instead of teaching
this subject in conjunction with other
branches, as in former vears.

One of the earlier efforts of the Ameri-
can Historical Assoclation was the publi-
cation of a report, prepared by a com-
mittee of seven distinguished educators,
upon the best methods of teaching his-
tory in the secondary schools. This re-
port inaugurated a great advance in jn-
terest upon this subject, which the asso-
clation is continually furthering.

History teachers’' associations now ex-
ist in almost every large city, and his-
tory teachers’ magagzines, devoted exclu-
sively to the work of teaching thiw one
subject, receive hearty support. History
teachers’ organizations, In addition to
their direct purpose, also have aided in
increasing historical knowledge by awak-
ening local interest in the historical

events of the varlous places in which
they Hve.

 J
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In the aecumulation and publication of
new historic material the American His-

torical Associ-
Historical Material ation acts as
Found by Accident.

a depository
and distributer
of the material secured by many affili-
ated organizations throughout the coun-
try. Much of the later researdh is being
accomplished by organizations now ex-
Isting in the various states. The result
of this labor is cared for by the Ameri-
can Historical Association, which puts it
in form to be easlly accessible to the
present and future student of history.

Often historical material is stumbled
upon accidentally. Most of the recently
published letters of Alexander Stephens
were discovered unexpectedly in an old
barn in Bouth Carolina. Old attics and
storehouses frequently contaln manu-
scripts and documents of much historie
value. Quite as much valuable material is
being discovered accidentally by persons
affillated with the association as is se-
cured by the most painstaking research
for some special object.

Historical societies of the states in the

record of all the public documents refer-
ring to this important territory preceding
its purchase from France. This material
is In Parie under the custody of the
French government, and a systematic and
complete list of the contents of these
documents is now belng prepared for
publication in America.

The commission of public archives of
the American Historical Association is
now publthing the results of its recemt
investigations regarding the diplomatic
relations of Texas during its independ-
ence. This report includes many letters
from men connected with this important
era which have never hefore been made
publie, and which throw much new light
upon the subject.
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The Oregon Historical Bociety has in
progress of publication an interesting

m a n uscript

Has Quarterly Review pertaining to
to Publish Data. s wesrly

history of
that state. It is a journal written by
Peter Skene Ogden describing the famous
Snake expedition made into that terri-
tory from Canada in 1826 and 1827. This
expedition was under the auspices of the
Hudson Bay Company and the material
now being published has been copled by
Miss Agnes A. Laut from the original
manuscript in the possession of the Hud-
son Bay Company. The Oregon State
Historical Association, through David
Ze'sberger, also is pursuing an interesting
research regarding the history of the
Indians native to that locality.

organ of the American Historica!
Association is the American Historical
Revlew, a large magazine issued quarter-
ly. This m e - publishes most of the
material gathered by the assoclation in
the form of special articles, reproduced
documents and historical narrations. The

publications of the association consist
chiefly of reports issued from time to
time through the agency of the Smith-
sonian Institution.
An important branch of the work being
performed by the public archives com-
mission is the examination of the condi-
tion and character of the public docu-
ments of the nation in the different
states, with a view to obtaining such in-
formation concerning them as will make
their existence more generally known
and available for study. The commis-
sion endeavors to secure state legislation
whenever . necessary to provide for the,
preservation of these documents. The
state of Maryland, through its legislature,
has recently made liberal appropriations
for this purpose, as has also Virginia and
several other states. 4
*
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In connection ,With the preservation of
historic documents, as well as their sys-
tematic arrange-
New England States ment, it must be

i noted that the
lll t]le l;e‘i£l| );evv IE tl“l a “ld

states are greatly in advance. They have
authentic records and minute details of
most matters connected with the early
history of the country, including even
personal records of the private soldiers
enlisted in the revolutionary war. They
are still tireless in increasing their wealth
of loca] historical resource. Other parts
of the country are’ following their ex-
ample, but a vast amount of valuable
historical data was lost before such steps
were taken.

The state of Maine last year completed
the record of a large collection of ‘public

documents regarding the earliest land
ownership of that state. Maine historical
students are now especially interested in
securing more information regard:ing the
earliest expeditions against the French in
Canada, a large number of which were
made before the revolution.

A prize of $200 is annually awarded by
the association for the best monograph
upon a historical subject alternating be-
tween American and European history.
In the even years the Justin Winsor prize,
named in honor of a former president, i=
awarded for the best ' monograph upon
American history, and in the odd years
the Herbert Baxter Adams prige is
awarded the writer of the best mono-
graph upon a suhject of European h's-
tory. These monographs are published
and constitute valuable additions to the
historical literature of the assoclation.

A large number of other publcations
devoted to American history besides those
of the American Historical Association
are issued each year. Almost every state
now publishes one or more periodicals de-
voted to historical and genealogical re-
search. Through their correspondents the
rural villages are reached with excellent
results. Village Iimprovement societies, |
women’s clubs and various other organi-
zations through the influence of a local
periodical, frequently become awakened
to' the need of preservation of publi¢
records and historic events in their vi-
cinity, and much material’ is secured
through their aid.

During the past year the South Caro.
lina Historical Magazine has devoted
some space to epitaphs from old grave-
yards. This inaugurated {nvestigation,
and valuable facts regarding the lives and
work of persons once prominent in the
nation’s history have been brought out by
a little study of the stones which marked
their last resting place.

Tomorrow—ADVANCEMENT OF SCI-
ENCE.

ALBANIAN STUDENTS PROTEST.

Appeal to'Europe Against Tyranny
of Young Turks.
Foreign Correspondence of The Star.
ATHENS, December 16, 1910,
The central committee of Albanian stu-
dents has published an earnest appeal to
civilized Europe against the tyranny of
the Young Turks, which ‘¢, they say,
much greater than under the ex-Sultan
Abdul Hamid. They protest against the

suppression of journals and schools, the
exiling of all persons suspected of iiberal
opinions and the monstrcus and murder-
ous outrages on the Albanian peasants.

The committee is not important in.it-
self, but the appeal is a sympton of the
growing disposition of Albanians to re-
volt from Turkey.

The report published in the Paris Matin
that an alliance ‘had been concluded be-
tween Italy and Austria, by which Mon-
tenegro and Albania were to fall in the
Ttalian sphere of interest and Macedonia
in the Austrian, is utterly discredited
here.

-
Pre-emineatly the Florida Route,

Atlantic Coast Line R. R., the standard
railroad of the south. Three limited trains

MILLIONAIRE CREDITS
SUGGESS T0 WIFE'S GRIT

Says He Would Have Given Up
Groping for Qil But for Her
Continued Entreaties.

PITTSBURQG, December 26.—Joseph C.
Trees, head of an oil company which has
just sold its Louisiana oil holdings for
$9,000,000, declares without hestitation:
“To my w:ife is due my success.”

The oil king and former foot ball
player, who has just given his old school,

the  University of Pittsbutg, a two-
hundred-thousand-dollar stadium, un-
folds a remarkable satory of the

spirit and foresight of his wife when
she, fourtéen years ago, picked him up
when he was down and out and by her
grit insisted that he go on groping for
oil, assuring him that he was certain to
make a success. And he went on and
made the success. According to Trees’
own statement, he had ‘already drilled
eight wells, all of them dry, and had
decided to work as a laborer for the rest

of his life, as it would take him all time
to pay the debts he had incurred in'sink-
ing the eight dry holes, but the little wife
would not let him give up. Trees says:

Urged to Try Again.

*lI went home that day and =said to
my wife: ‘It’'s all over, little girl. She's
come in a duster. We're done for. We'll
g0 back home and T'll get work and do
just as I used to.” But she sald: ‘No, no,
we can’'t stop now. We are not beaten
yvet. Try again, Joe, just once more.” "

In valn, according to the ofl king, he
tried to argue with his wife that all the
money he had in the world was gone
and that' he was in debt. She insisted
that he make arrangements to drill one
more well. He went out next morning
and managed to secure a working in-
terest. in what was known as the Proxy
Lease. He located and drilled a well on
it which came in strong. It did not make
a fortune for himself and his partners, but
it was enough to get him back on his
feet. When his partners slapped him on
the back and told him what a wonderful
oil man he was, Trees says he shook his
head and said: *“*No. it's Claudina's well.
My sand had all run out, but my little
wife wouldn't let me quit. 8he had
enough sand for us both and she pulled
us through this tight hole.” .

Mrs. Trees declines absolutely to discuss
her part in making the millions of her
husband.

RABELAIS SET TO MUSIC.

M. Terrassee to Compose an Opera

on Pantagrpel.

Foreign Correspondence of ‘Lhe Star.
PARIS, December 158, 1910,

Rabellas never has been set to music
until now. Most prebably M. Claude Ter-
ras# has made what seems to be the
rather daring Attempt of composing an
opera on ‘Pantagruel.” He is the author
of two or three comic operas in which
there is a vein of humor that gives some
promise of his being able to express in
music the truculent and prodigious fun
of Rabelalis.

The work Is to be brought out, not in
Paris, but at the Grand Theater, at Lyon,
which - has shown enterprise in things
musical before now. The part of Pa-
nurge, whe invented many methods or
turning a dishonest penny and who cre-
ated a household word, *“Let us returngo
our muttone,” is to be sgng by a tenor
who was a Euccessful Mife in Wagner's
“Slegfried.”” *“Pantagruel” is an opera
bouffe on a erand s<ale in six ac and
with a dramatis personae of fouMeen—
ten men and four women.

Bulgarians and Turks in Battle.
Foreign Correspondence of The Star.

' ATHENS, December 16, 1910.
Encounters have taken place between
Bulgarian bands and Turkish troops necar

Uskub and five Bulgarians have been
killed. Owing to the setting in of severe
winter weather, the activity of the bands
is ceasing, but the inhabitants are cer-
tain that a general rising is prebable in

SOLD EVERYWHERE. IN BOXES, 10¢c AND %5c.

Review is sent to all members. The other

daily. 1419 New York ave. n.w.—Advt.

the spring.

ARGUES WITH THE POLICE
WHILE PALS ROB SAFE

Lookout Simulates Drunken-
ness and Engages the At
~ tention of'_PatroImen.

MIDDLETOWN, N. Y., December 26.—
The local police decided today that con-
siderable theatrical talent is running to
waste in the person of an unidentified
man who finally persuaded them early
yesterday morning, after long argument,
that he was not drunk enough to be lock-
ed up. It was obvious, when they met
him in front of a department store on
Main street that he was suffering from
an excess of conviviality—at least it
struck them that way then. But he ar-
gued to such good effect that they
eventually decided that he was sober
enough to be alfbwed to go.

The policemen’'s judgment as to the
stranger’'s sobriety was vindicated when
they discovered later that while he was
arguing, his pals, believed to have num-
bered three clever professional cracks-
men, were ripping the back out of the
safe in the store. Thecy got $200, but
overlooked a box containing $750. Evi-
dently they left hurriedly., for they
abandoned some burglars’ tools of the
latest pattern, including an instrument
known to the under world as a ‘‘can-
opener,” designed for ripping out the
back of a =afe.

The police are now convinced that the
man who simulated drunkenness was
their lookout and that his loud arguments
wire what informed his accomplices that
the police were near. Some of the tools
left behind were wrapped in a2 New York
city newspaper of Decumber 23, and this,
with the fact that it was a city, and not
a mail edition, convinces the police that
the men were New Yorkers.

COFFIN MAKERS COMPLAIN.
People Not Dying Fast Enough,
They Say.

Foreign Correspondence of The Star.
BIRMINGHAM, Eng., Decembe; 18, 1910.

“People are not dving fast enough for
us,”’ sald the chaifman of a coffin furni-
ture making company this week, in ex-
plaining the.reasons for the non-payment
of a dividend.

He did not know whether ‘the pro-
vigion of old age pensions had encouraged

longevity, but even if it had, he should
( have thought, from what he had read in
| the papers, that the filllng up of the new
itax forms would have counterbalanced
the eflect. Anyhcw, the faet remaincd
that doctors, undertake:rs and the coftin
furniture makers of the country had had
a very poor time.

He read recently that five undertakers
were summoned at Wilesden for non-pay-
ment of rates owing to bad trade, not-
withstanding the increase in “the popu-
lation.

Compared with 100), the total number
of deaths for the year ended September
last was= lower by 121,088, and, compared
with last year., the decrease was 36,E08.
However satisfactory this might be from
a humanitarian point of view, it pressed
very hard upon those who had to earn
their living in the cofin furniture trade.

SECOND SIMPLON TUNNEL.

Plans Discussed in the Swiss Federal
Parliament.

Foreign Correspondence of The Star.

GENEVA, December 14, 1010.

In the federal parlilament a discussion
has taken place concerning the second
Simplon tunnel. M. Seiler, deputy ot
Valais, and M. Freliburghaus, deputy of
Berne, insisted on its construetion with-
out further delay. Herr Forrer, chief of
the federal railway department, replied
that he was unable to give explanations
on the matter at present, as negotiations
were ir progress, but he assured the dep-
uties that the mise au concours for the
sconstruction 6f the second Simplon tun-
nel was imminent.

According to the rates of wages and
cost of living today, experts estimate that
the boring of the second parallel S8implon
tunnel will cost between $5,625,000 and

$5,800,000 at the minimum.
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THE SIEGE OF THE SEVEN SUITORS

By MEREDITH NICHOLSON.

$

(Copyright, 1910, by Meredith Nicholson. All Rights Reserved.)

Bttt ottt oy

.:0

* CHAPTER IIT—Continued.

“I think Aunt Octavia is hard on the
Asolando,” she was saying. “Aunt Oec-
tavia is interested in the revival of ro-
mance, and romance without poetry
Beems to me wholly impossible. The Aso-
lando makes no pretensions to be more
than an incident in a real movement
whose alm is the diffusion of poetic fire
—it is merely a shrine where the divine
lamp is never allowed to fail or falter.”

““And if, Cecilia Hollister. vou think
that sandwiches named for Browning's
poems or mataroons dedicated to Walter
Pater can assist foolish virgins in keep-
ing their lamps fllled, 1 give you the word
of an old woman that you are in danger
of a complete loss of vour mind. The
age is decadent, and T know no better
way of restoring the race to its ancient

vim and energyv than by sBnding men
back to the camp and fleld or to sail the
high seas in new armadas. The men of
this age have' become a lot of sordid
shopkeepers, and to my moral sense the
looting of cities is far more honorable
than the creation of trusts and the manip-
‘ulation of prices, though 1 cannot deny
that but for my late father's zeal in de-
stroying his competitors in the baby-
buggy business we might not now be en-
jtgylng the delicate fragrance of caravan

l...

I continued to flounder in my anxiety
to determine just how Miss Hollister
wished to be taken. She spoke with the
utmost serfousness and with the earnest-
ness of deep conviction. 1f the aims of
the Asolando were absurd, what might be
sald of the declarations of this old lady
in favor of a return to the age of sword
and buckler! &

I again turned to Cecilia, thinking that
I should find a twinkle in her eve that
might solve the riddle and make easier
my responses to her aunt’s appeals. Her
reply did not help me greatly:

“I assure you, Mr. Ames, that the Aso-
lando is a very harmless place, and that
as a mattér of fact its aims are wholly
consonant with those of Aunt Octavia. 1
myself served there for a time, and those
were among the most delightful days of
my life.”

‘““And you might still be handing about
the Rossetti eclairs in that smothery lit-
tle place if 1 had not rescued you from
Your bondage. I assure you, Mr. Ames,
that my niece is a perfectly healthy yvoung
woman, to whom all such rubbish is
really abhorrent.”

I expected Miss Cecilia to rouse at this,
but ghe ignored her aunt's fling, saying
merely:

“There are times when I miss the Aso-
lando.”

“Mr. Ames,”” began Miss Octavia pres-
ently, in her crisp, direct fashion, which
had the effect of leading me, in my anx-
lety to appear ready with answers, to
take a flattéring view of my own courage
and resourcefulness, “Mr. Ames, are vou
equal to the fedat of swimming a moat
under a shattering fire from the castle?”

‘‘l have every reason to think I am,
Miss Hollister,” I replied, modestly.

*And if a white hand waved to you
from the grilled window of the lonely
tower, would you.ride on indifferently or
pause and thunder at the gate?”

““White hands have never waved to me,
save occasionally when I have gone a-
riding in the 8th avenue elevated, but it
is my honest belief that my sword would
promptly leave its scabbard if the hand
ever waved from the Ivied tower.”

She nodded her pleasure in this avowal.
For a chimney doctor I was doing well.
In fact, as I submitted to Miss Octavia's
examination, I felt equal to charging a
brigade single-handed. Something about
the woman made it possible and pleasant
to -be absurd.

“If a_king or an emperor of Europe
should ask you to inspect his chimneys,
would yvou be content to perform your
service in the most expeditious and pro-
fessional manner and depart with a nomi-
nal fee?”

“Decidedly not. Miss Hollister. On the
other hand. 1 should nuree the job for all
it was worth, plunder the public treasury,
explore the dungeons. make love to the
princesses and free the rightful *heir to
the throne from his cell beneath the
bosom of the lake.”

My friends at the Hare and Tortoise

would have heard this avowal with some
surprise, for no man’s' life had ever been
tamer than mine. I am by nature timid,
and fall but a little short of being afraid
of the dark. Pravers for deliverance
from battle, murder and sudden death
cannot be too strongly expressed for me.
My answer had, however, pleased Miss
Octavia, and she clapped her hands with
pleasure.

“Cecilia,”’ she cried. “‘something told
me that afternoon at the Asolando that
my belief in the potential seven was not
ill-plaed, and now you see,that in intro-
ducing myslf to Mr. Ames at the seventh
table from the door, in the seventh shop
from 5th avnue, I was led to a meeting
with a gntleman I had been predestined
to know.”’

As we talked further a servant ap-
peared and laid fresh logs across the still-
smoldering fire. This I thought would
suggest to Miss Hollister the professional
character of my visit; but the fire kindled
readily, the smoke rose freely in the flus:
and Miss Hollister pald no attention to it
other than to ask the man whether the
fuel he had taken from a carved box at
the right of the hearth was apple wood
from the upper orchard, or cherry from
a tree which, it appeared, she had felled
herself. 1t was apple wood the man in-
formed her, and she continued talking.
The merits of chaln armor, I think it was.
that held us for half an hour. Cecilia and
I listening with respect to what. in mv
isnorance, seemed a remarkable fund of
knowledge on this recondite subject.

“We dine at 7, Mr. Ames, and you may
amuse yourself as vou like until that
hour. Cecilla. vou may order dinner in
the gunroom tonight.”

“Certainly, Aunt Octavia.”

Once more I glanced at tne girl, hoping
that some glimmer in her eyes wouid set
me right and establish a common under-
standing and sympathy between us; but
she was moving out of the room at her
aunt’s side. The. man who had tended
the fire met me in the hall and, conduct-
ing me to my room, suggested wvarlous
offices that he was ready to perform for
my comfort. The house faced south, and
my windows, midway of the east wing.
afforded a fine view of the hills. The
room was large enough for a chamber of
state. and its furniture was massive. A
four-poster invited to luxurious repose:
half a dozen etchings by famous artists
—Parrish and Van Elten among them—
hung upon the walls; and on a table be-
side the bed stood a handsome decanter
and glasses, reinforced by the quart of
Scotech which Miss Hollister had recom-
mended for my refreshment. .

My bag had been opened and my things
put out, so that, there being more than
an hour to pass before I need dress for
dinner, I went below and explored the
garden. and wandered off along a wind-
ing path that stole with charming fur-
tiveness toward a venerable orchard of
gnarled apple trees. From the height
thus gained I looked down upon the
house. and caught a glimpse bevond it of
one of the chain of lakes, on which the
westering sun glinted goldenly. Thus
seeing the house from a new angle. I was
impressed as I had not been at first by
its size—Iit was a huge establishment, and
I thought with envy of Pepperton, to
whom such ample commissions were not
rare. Pepperton, I recalled a little hit-
terly, had arrived: whereas I, who had
enjoved exactly his own training for the
architect’s profession, had falled at it and
been obliged to turn my hand to the doc-
toring of chimneys. But I am not a
morbid person, and it is my way to pluck
such joy as I may from the fleeting mo-
ment; and as 1 reflected upon the odd
circumstance of my being there my spirits
rose. Miss Hollister was beyond question
a singular person. but her whims were
amusing. [ felt that she was less cryptic
than her niece. and the thought of Cecilia
drove me back upon Jewett's story of
Wiggins' ‘interest in that quarter. I re-
solved to write to Wiggins when I got
back to town the next day and abuse him
roundly for running off without so much
as pgood-bye. ‘That, most emphatically,
was not like dear old Wiggins!

I had bheen sitting on a stone wall
watching the shadows lengthen. I rose
now anfl fellowed the wall toward & high-
way along which wagons and an occa-
sional motor car had passed during my
reveries. The sloping pasture was rough

and frequently sent me along at a trot.

the roadside was hidden by a tangle of
raspberry bushes, and my foot turaing oo
a stone concealed in the wild grasses |

fell clumsily and rolled a dozen vards
into a tangle of the berry bushes. Ag |
picked myself up I heard voices in tle

road, but should have thought nothing of
it. had 1 not seen through a brezk in the
vines, and almest within reach of m:
hand, Cecilia Hollister talking carnestl
to some one not vet disclosed. She was<
hatless. but had flung a golf cape over
her shoulders. The red-scarlet lining or
the hood turned up about her neck made
an effective setting for her noble head.
“Oh, I can’t te]l yvou! 1 can't help vou!
I mustn’t even appear 1o give you any au-
vantage. I went into it with my eves
open, and I am in

tell you anything. You have said noth-

Ing—nothing—remember that. There is
absolutely nothing between us.”
“But I must say everything' 1 refus«

to be blinded by these absurd restrictions.
whatever they are. It's not fair—it's in
yiting me into a game where the cards
are not all on the table. I've come
make an end of it!”

My hands had suffered by contact witn
the briars, and 1 had been ministering to
them with my handkerchief: hut [ feil
back upon the slope in my astonishmen:
at this colloquy. CCecilia Hollister ! had
seen plainly enough,. though the man =
back had been toward me: but anvwaer:
on earth I should have known Wiggins
voice. I protest that it i= not my wayv 10
become an eavesdropper voluntariiy, bu
to di=close myself now was impossible, |-
it had not been Wiggins—but Wigzi
would never have understood or forgive
nor could I have explained plausihiv t.
Cecilia Hollistér that I had not followel
her from the house to spy upoen her. |
should have made the noise of an irvad-
ing army if 1 had attempted to effect an
exit by creeping out through the windrov
of crisp leaves in which I lay: and to
turn back and ascend the slope the war
I had come would have been to advertise
my presence to the figures in the road
There seecmed nothing for me hut 10 keep
still and hope that this discussion be-
tween Cecilia Hollister and Hartley Wig-
ging would not be continued within «ar-
shot. To my relief they moved a trifin
farther on, but I still heard their voice=.

“I cannot listen to you. Now that I'mm
'mmmittﬁl I cannot hLonorably counts-
nance you at all, and I can explain noti -
Iing. I came here to meet you only to
itell you this. You must go—piease! And
do not attempt to see me in this wa
again.”

I was grateful’that Wiggins' voice san'.
80 low in his reply that T did not hear it:
but I knew that he was pleading hard.
Then a motor flashed by, and when the
whirr of its passing had ceased the volees
were finaudible; but a moment later |
heard a light, quick step beyond the wall
and Cecilla passed hurriedly, her face
turned toward the house. The cape was
drawn tightly about her shoulders. and
she walked with her head bowed.

I breathed a sigh of relief, and when |

felt safe from detection climbed the slope
Pausing on the crest to survey the land-
scape, | saw a man, wearing a derby hat
nd a light topcoat. leaning against a
ence that inclosed a pasture. As |
glanced in his direction he moved awa:
hastily toward the road below. The feel-
ing of being watched is not agreeabls,
and I could not account for him. As he
passed out of gight still another man ap-
peared, emerging from a strip of wood-
land farther on. Even through the even-
ing haze I should have said that he was
a gentleman. The two men apparentl
bore no relation to each other, though
they were walking in the same direction,
bound, I judged. for the highway below
I had an uncomfortable feeling that the:.
had both been observing me, though for
what purpose [ could not imagine. Then
once more, just as I was about to enter
the Italian garden from a fallow fleid
that hung slightly above it, a third man
appeared as mysteriously as though he
had sprung rom the ground, and ran a’
a sharp dog-trot along the fence, headed,
like the others, for the road. TIn the third
instance the stranger undoubtedly took
pains to hide his face, but he, too, wa:
well dressed and wore a topcoat ani a
fedora hat of current stvie.
I did not know why these gentlemen
were ranging the neighborhood or what
object they had in view: but their sev-
eral appearances had interested me, and
I went on into the house well satistied
that events of an unusual character were
likely to mark my visit to the home of
Miss Octavia Holllster.

(To be continued tomorrow.)

Hold-Ups of Russian Trains.
Foreign Correspondemce of The ‘Stear.
ODESSA, December 10, 1910.

Armed robberies in the cars of the ex-
press trains between Odessa and the
western frontier are this season hecom-
ing as frequent as they were during the
winter months of last year. Foreigne:s
traveling between London and Odessa

mitting their money through London and
Odes=a banks., and carry only such small

The wall that marked the boundary at

amounts as they may require en route.

have adopted the prudent habit of re-

honor bhound not m\\
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